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STATEMENT OF DONALD E. ROBERTSON, JR., CHAIR 

OF THE BEACH DISTRICT

As chairman of the Beach District, I convened a district committee this morning for the purpose of hearing an eligibility challenge in accordance with Section 28-14-1 of the Virginia High School League (VHSL) Handbook. Specifically, the administration of First Colonial High School formally questioned the eligibility of a member of the Ocean Lakes High School football team, citing concerns that he may not be legally residing in that school’s attendance zone.  George Parker, principal of Green Run High School, and Bruce Biehl, principal of Kellam High School, also served on this committee.
After reviewing information submitted by both principals, Cheryl Askew of Ocean Lakes and Dale Holt of First Colonial, the committee unanimously determined that the player in question is in violation of Section 28-6-3, Interpretation 7, of the transfer rule which outlines the residency requirements that determine eligibility for participation in high school sports in the Commonwealth’s public schools. By VHSL policy the penalty for this violation is forfeiture of all games in which the athlete in question played while ineligible and payment of a fine.

As chair of the committee, I will notify the Virginia High School League today of the finding, as is required. The VHSL ultimately will be responsible for determining the penalty. The administration of Ocean Lakes does have the option of appealing this finding to the VHSL.  It is my understanding that Mrs. Askew intends to exercise that right.
Please be advised that this panel will not entertain media and public inquiries as to the exact nature of the reported residency violation. It is our opinion that no good purpose would be served by doing so as it could result in engendering an atmosphere of hostile public sentiment for the young man in question as well as his family.
Indisputably, this decision will cause anguish for the fine athletes and the larger community associated with the Ocean Lakes Dolphins. The skill that the Dolphins have exhibited on the gridiron has been in a word, superb. In short, it was a heartbreaking decision to have to make – to take away the hopes that so many fine young men had of moving toward a regional, even a state, championship. However, if Virginia Beach is to hold to the highest standard of sportsmanship we cannot ignore the rules promulgated by the agency that governs high school sports in this state, even when the resulting decision is painful to so many.
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